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Community-based approaches existed even before the existence of the state and its formal governance structure.
People and communities used to help and take care of each other's disaster needs. However, due to the evolution
of state governance, new terminology of community-based disaster risk reduction (CBDRR) has been coined to
help communities in an organized way. Different stakeholders are responsible for community- based actions; the
two key players are the local governments and civil society, or nongovernment organizations.

Private sector and academic and research institutions also play crucial roles in CBDRR. Many innovative CBDRR
practices exist in the world, and it is important to analyse them and learn the common lessons. The key to
community is its diversity, and this should be kept in mind for the CBDRR. There are different entry points and
change agents based on the diverse community. It is important to identify the right change agent and entry point
and to develop a sustainable mechanism to institutionalize CBDRR activities. Social networking needs to be
incorporated for effective CBDRR.
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